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Although notification of Dr. Knight’s death reached us late December 2002, it was 
not until 9^*' February 2003 that a memorial service was held in our College Chapel to 
honour our founding principal. This was a deliberate decision so as to enable all 
students and staff to be present after the long vacation. 

The Very Rev. Dr. George Angus Fulton Knight died at the age of 93. He was a 
distinguished and widely respected O.T. Scholar, theologian, accomplished linguist, 
former war-time secret agent, first Principal of PTC and a professor of Knox College. 
He was bom in Perthshire, Scotland. Dr. Knight was an extraordinary man whose life 
had been wounded by breadth of human sympathy, tolerance and delight in the cultural 
diversity of the human family. 

The academic life of PTC was placed on the international stage by his commitment 
to academic excellence in both teaching and research. In many ways, his scholarly 
and pastoral pursuits shaped much of what PTC has become over the years. He has 
gifted to the College Library a collection of all his written books as well as money 
from his funeral and estate. His son. Dr. David Knight has launched a worldwide 
appeal for funds to help the Library named in honour of his father. We thank 
God for gifting us this extraordinary man to guide the College during its infant 
years. 
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRINCIPAL 

Grace and Peace be with you. 

Our College community 
joins with me in extending to 
each and everyone of you 
sincere greetings and best 
wishes for the New Year. Our 
hearts are overflowed with joy in the faithfulness of God 
whose Grace continues to sustain and bless us. The ongoing 
miracle of God’s redeeming Grace overwhelms and 
nourishes our spirit as one embarks on another year of our 
faith journey. May all the things we do, say and think 
bring honor and glory to the Triune God. 

The variety of reports in the newsletter gives you a 
glimpse of the richness of God’s grace we experience as a 
community. 1 am sure you will sense the presence of a 
strong vibrant spirit in our midst as we celebrate and 
embrace the joys and pains of being a community. Our 
multi-dimensional nature in terms of cultures, ethnicity, 
denominational and histories are essential strands in our 
efforts to weave an ecumenical community. We are blessed 
with such a task. But it is not an easy one. Nevertheless, 
we are humbled by the privilege of being a part of such an 
enterprise. 

The college continues to uphold and promote the 
principles of ecumenical, missiological focus and 
contextual theology which the founders espoused. These 
however have been expressed in different ways over the 
years depending on the kind of leadership and personnel it 
had as well as the reality of life it encountered. PTC is 
where it is today because of the efforts, sacrifices and 
support by all who have been associated with it in one way 
or another. The college has journeyed through difficult 
times where it had to navigate hazardous reefs and 
unpredictable currents. At times our canoe was in danger 
of being swamped by the waves of life. That it has survived 
and to a large extent flourished is a testimony of the faith 
and courage of the many who have served and supported 
the college. God is to be forever praised for their 
commitment and loyalty. 

The College Council has given clear signs as to where it 
wants the academic life of the College to be. The green 
light for doctoral studies has now been given. The college 
has been requested to use 2004 to fine tune all aspects of 
this move and to launch the Ph.D. and D. Min. programs 
when these are finalized. We are delighted with this 
direction. A likely launching date may be March 2005 when 


the College celebrates its 40 years of existence. The 
downward trend regarding the intake for the BD residential 
program has raised questions concerning the sustainability 
of this program. It is clear that if the trend continues a 
final discussion will have to be made in the next two years 
regarding its future. Given the increase of local theological 
colleges offering the BD program, perhaps the time is not 
too far off when PTC may have to relinquish it to its 
member church theological schools. However, it is my 
hope that PTC would continue to offer the BD program 
through its education by extension program. 

I believe PTC is evolving into a Graduate School. As 
such, there is a recognition now in the importance of 
research and published literature. It is a major challenge 
to the current teaching staff. It is likely to involve a re¬ 
assessing of the curriculum, method and structure of 
teaching and the academic calendar in terms of a possible 
semester system. Efforts need to be made to enable the 
teaching staff to do research to support the introduction 
of higher degrees. 

Another important component of our academic learning 
that we are now assessing is the ecumenical content of the 
courses we offer. It is part of a deliberate effort to 
‘ecumenise’ the process and methodology of theological 
education as well as responding to the theological 
challenges posed by our ecumenical environment. 
Ecumenical modules bom out of our College context 
would assist our churches in their quest for ecumenical 
meaning. I believe PTC is strategically placed to pursue 
such a task for the region. We are learning to think and 
act ecumenically as church workers. 

Closely related to this ecumenical awakening is the need 
to cultivate a related spirituality. We need to embrace the 
Pacific Sprit of reciprocity in the sharing of resources and 
ideas. The call to immerse ourselves in processes that are 
ecumenically based is a huge challenge to our 
denominational loyalties. But this should not be viewed 
as a threat to our distinct church traditions. On the contrary, 
it is a move to fill our ecumenical space with meaningful 
alternations on how we think and live out our diversity in 
unity. An example of this is the new move to divide our 
College community into three groups who will take turn 
in preparing and offering an ecumenical worship for the 
community. This is an exciting venture because each group 
will have to stmggle with the task of formulating an 
ecumenical liturgy. I have no doubts that this challenge 
will give birth to some existing new modules and meanings 
as to what an ecumenical being is in our context as Pacific 
people. 



2 





One of the notable events of 2003 was our hosting of a 
consultation for the principals of the college member 
churches’ theological colleges. It was a meeting long 
overdue. The opportunity to hear, learn, share and discuss 
issues facing our different colleges highlighted the need to 
meet and learn from each others’ work. Furthermore, the 
need to explore together possible ways of our cooperation 
and sharing of ideas and resources was also identified. It 
was I believe a very strengthing and affirming experience 
for all the participants. The next meeting is scheduled for 
the middle of this year with Malua Theological College in 
Samoa as host. 

Let me conclude by acknowledging each and everyone 
of you for your prayerful support for PTC. Thank you for 
sharing with us your spiritual strength. I thank God for 
the continuing support of our overseas partners. They 
continue to offer financial support either for our projects 
or for salaries of their seconded personnel. They do this 
despite severe financial constraints in their own budgets. 
PTC will find it difficult to sustain its academic life and 
financial ability without their support. Your prayers and 
support is very much appreciated. I hope I will be able to 
visit you in the near future. Better still, we pray you would 
visit us and see the evidence of all your support and prayers. 

An exciting possibility we are currently exploring is link 
with the Scandinavian Churches. Conversations have 
begun for a possible visit in June 2004 for further dialogue 
with the churches in Finland, Norway and Sweden. It is 
envisaged that if this eventuates, Denmark will also be 
approached for meetings. The main purpose is to create 
an awareness of our situation and explore the possibility 
of partnership and assistance to some of our projects in 
particular the library and the establishment of an 
endowment fund. 

PTC is on the threshold of launching an exciting new 
development in its academic life with the doctoral proposal. 
Of course, there are all kinds of bits and pieces that still 
need fine tuning - but these are part of an ongoing process 
of learning on the job so to speak. Given the novelty of 
this exercise and our lack of any experience in delivering 


this kind of programme, it would be unrealistic and 
unhelpful for anyone to expect that everything that needs 
to be thought of and formulated has been done. The College 
needs your blessings and encouragement. 

The newsletter alludes to some of the joys and pains of 
our journey. The experience of these things continue to 
nurture our faith. We are not discouraged by the downward 
trend of the intake in the BD programme, or our precarious 
financial position because some member churches are not 
meeting their own commitments, or the rapid turnover of 
staff and many other problems. On the contrary, these 
things are challenges that we need to address with faith 
and courage. It is by action that we will discover our 
strength and limitations. But it is by faith in the Triune 
God that will enable us to find the strength and the courage 
to overcome such obstacles. 

Let me also acknowledge the unwavering prayerful 
support of our member churches. Thank you for upholding 
the College in prayers and embracing us in your hearts. 
Thank you also for your commitment expressed through 
monetary terms and the offering of your sons and daughters 
to serve God in the faculty and staff as well as being here 
as students. Such sacrifices are greatly appreciated because 
of your own meager resources. 1 thank God for your 
presence as members of the Council and Executive. It is 
concrete evidence of your faith and depth of your sense of 
calling. It is also an assurance of God’s Grace in our part 
of the Church wide ministry. 

Fulfilling my responsibilities and role as principal has 
been the result of efforts, commitments, sacrifices and faith 
of all my colleagues in the faculty, staff, workers, and 
students. Their unfailing loyalty and support has enabled 
the College to function effectively. It is therefore only 
fitting and proper that 1 acknowledge each and everyone 
of them for their willingness to share their God given gifts 
and talents. 

May the Spirit of God guide, protect and embrace us all 
as we begin our journey in this New Year. God’s Blessings 
and Peace be with you and your ministry. 


Warm regards and best wishes. In Christ, 



Rev. Dr. FeleterikaNokise 
Principal 
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THE WETES RETURN TO KANAKY 

Interviewed by Tilisi Bryce 


I n January of 1986 a young man from Kanaky arrived at 
PTC with the aim of ‘refreshing’ his knowledge of and 
skills in things ministerial, having spent twelve years as a 
pastor in the field. Seventeen years later, a little grayer at the 
temples, a Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology 
degrees to his name, and a wealth of exposure to and 
experience in matters theological and ministerial, this not-so- 
young man anymore is ready to return home to his people 
and to his church, the L’Eglise Evangelique en Nouvelle 
Caledonie, in Kanaky. Pothin Wete is that man. 

Following is an interview with Pothin Wete on the eve of his 
leaving PTC and Fiji in December, 2003. 

When did you first arrive at PTC? 

Pothin; I came in January of 1986. 

Why did you come to PTC? 

Pothin: Well, I had been a theological animator in my church 
and I had spent twelve years working in various parishes. By 
the end of 1985,1 had felt empty and burnt out and I needed 
to have some time off. I also wanted to have time to recoup 
my ‘ministerial energy’, to be refreshed, and then go back to 
my work in my church. I had come to PTC with the specific 
aim of simply to be ‘recharged’ and then return to my work in 
the church. There was no plan to take on full-time academic 
studies. 

The other thing that I wanted to do was to discover the Pacific 
region, to begin to know how other Pacific islanders live and 
work. You see, before I came to PTC, I knew so much more 
about France than my own Pacific region. I was educated in 
France, my island was a French territory then, my mother 
tongue is French, so I was well-versed in things French but 
knew nothing of places like Rotuma, for instance. So the 
chance to come to PTC was also a chance to come to know 
other Pacific islanders and the way they live. 

What is your earliest memory of PTC? 

Pothin: Crabs, land crabs jumping out at me, particularly in 
the evenings as I walked across from the main building to my 
house or across the front field to the sea wall. The front field 
was a big swampy area then. But seriously, there were only 
a few houses then, four or five staff houses only and Ruatoka 
and Bulu were the main flats housing the students. 

One of my earliest memories is the great difficulty in 
understanding the lectures. I arrived with very little knowledge 
of English and when I sat in the classroom I could not 
understand what was said or the textbooks we were assigned 


to read. I had to have some English lessons at USP to help 
me begin to learn English and to understand the lectures and, 
of course, read the text books. 

Can you say something about the change in plans that 
led you to take up full-time study? 

Pothin: Well, I was encouraged, particularly by Russell 
Chandran, to take up full time BD study. Jacques Nicole also 
encouraged the idea with the view that perhaps over time I 
would take over from him as the person at PTC sponsored 
by CEVAA. The idea was to continue to have a francophone 
voice and presence at PTC after Jacques left. So PTC 
consulted my church, and they approved the idea. So I stayed 
on, finished my BD then did my M.Th in 1989-1990, majoring 
in Biblical Studies. 

In 1991 under the principalship of Dr Sione Latukefu, PTC 
offered me the position of Teaching Fellow while awaiting a 
scholarship for doctoral study. In 1992 under the PTC Staff 
Development programme, I moved to Melbourne, Australia, 
to the Melbourne College of Divinity, to begin Ph.D study but 
I had to do a qualifying year’s work so it was only in 1993 
that I began preparing for the doctoral programme. 

But something happened to you in 1993 .... 

Pothin: Yes, I had a major accident and I don’t know how I 
came out of it alive. I can only attribute it as a miracle of God 
in my life. This year is the tenth anniversary of that miracle. 
It took me the whole of 1994 to sufficiently recover to become 
fully mobile again. For the next three years life was a struggle. 
The accident had greatly affected my hearing and the ability 
to concentrate at length, which of course were hindrances to 
any study preparation that I had begun. At the end of it all, 
my study had to be terminated. Today I have made optimum 
recovery but it is not a 100%, I mean I am still a little slow 
and not as sharp as I was before the accident. But as I said 
before, this year is the tenth year of grace that I have been 
given by God and the whole experience that I had gone through 
only strengthened my faith in God. 

You returned to PTC in 1998 and became a lecturer in 
Biblical Studies. How did you find that new role? 

Pothin: That was a challenging role and another point of 
change in my life. I found interacting with students refreshing 
and challenging. It was also the realization of a long held 
dream that Pacific students and people could read and 
understand the Bible through their own eyes. My M.Th work, 
which was on untranslatable biblical metaphors, was an 
attempt to make the Bible more accessible, more 
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comprehendible, to my people in Kanaky. The other thing 
about becoming a lecturer was that it was an opportunity to 
expand the participation of French speakers in theological 
education in the region. It was a chance to make visible the 
presence of the francophone community here at PTC. Being 
a lecturer also widened my opportunity to know my Pacific 
family, the other Pacific islanders, students and staff, and 
their way of life, which, as I had said earlier, was something 
I had practically no knowledge about when I first arrived at 



Pothin Wete -- background is the PTC Chapel 


In 2002 you became the Co-ordinator of the God's Pacific 
People Programme (GPP), which was another point of 
transition . . . 

Yes, I took over from Lorine Tevi and basically continued 
what was already set up and that was to facilitate the 
workshops, the PTC/CWM Face-to-Face in June 2002, and 
the Capacity Building workshop in October 2002, which was 
the third of the Business and Financial Management workshop 
series. There was also the preparation of the proposal for the 
Personnel Sharing and Exchange programme, and the 
preparation of the proposal for the Inspirational Stories project. 
These two projects remain to be done. 



You are now ready to leave PTC and Fiji to return home. 
What final thoughts would you like to leave with those 
remaining behind? 

Well, PTC has provided invaluable service for the Pacific 
churches by training many many pastors in the almost forty 
years of its existence. It has provided that higher education 
for theological education of the Pacific people. This will 
continue with the doctoral programme that is to be started 
soon. But I think PTC must also continue to offer the Pacific 
churches the vision, tools and resources, through the training 
of people, that will help them face and cope with the many 
social issues and changes that come to our shores. Conflicts 
and tensions, and even crises - ethnic, political, social, etc. - 
create confusion and instability amongst people, and the 
churches need to be both compassionate and visionary in their 
leadership. In training the future leaders of Pacific churches, 
PTC can help them make relevant their theological studies 
by facing and grappling with the social changes that occur in 
people’s everyday life. 

The other thing I’d like to say is that PTC needs to be more 
proactive in creating a community that is truly united and 
ecumenical. Cultural differences and ethnicity remain a 
challenge to both students and staff and the community at 
large. Cultural barriers really need to be addressed so 
members of the community can live together as equals. 
Diversity is a strength in this community but it is also a potential 
source of tension and conflict. But PTC can grow as an 
ecumenical and culturally diverse community if it finds ways 
of harnessing the differences, to create a united community 
that is rich in its many differences. 



The Wete Family: Emily, Pothin, Tamara, Rosie 


Pictures taken in front of their home at PTC 
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PTC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 

by Manfred Ernst 


A fter almost 5 years of planning and raising 
funds PTC has experienced significant changes 
with regard to the development of its 
infrastructure and facilities. It all started with the 
development of the Master Plan 2000 at the beginning 
of 1999. What five years ago seemed to be merely a 
dream is now becoming more and more of a reality. 

When PTC hosted the first ever held consultation 
with Principals (August 2003) from the different colleges 
within the region - most of them former graduates - 
we heard quite frequent comments such as “PTC has 
changed a lot for the better”. 

In the following we will provide you with an overview 
of most recent developments and changes. 


2001: Stormwater Drainage 

The works for the new storm water drainage were 
completed by mid 2001. It involved a lot of landscaping, 
the construction of bigger drains to prevent constant 
flooding in times of heavy rains and steel covers—more 
work planned for 2004 (see Outlook 2004). 



New Recreation Facilities Since the second half 

of 2001 PTC has now 
excellent recreation 
facilities with a new 
soccer-rugby ground, a 
tennis court and a 
volleyball court. 

All facilities are used 
Soccer-Rugby Field: Sports Day extensively by the young 

and older members of 
the PTC community 
every day and have 
encouraged the 

formation of two new 
soccer teams in the 
\Jll(under 11 years) 
and U15 (under 15 
years) categories and 
the formation of a girls 
volleyball team between 
13-17 years. 



'.i / 

Tennis Court: 


Mosese (serving) 



Volleyball Court: Sports Day 


Soccer-Rugby Field 


2002: College Fence 



In October 2002 the PTC Management agreed for 
the construction of a fence around the whole college 
area in order to improve security for our families and 
properties. The total perimeter 
to be fenced totaled 1,142 
meter. The project was 
basically completed by the end 
of the year, including 2 new 
main entrances with gates that 
are now guarded on a daily 
basis. The new fence has definitely increased a better 
control of the movement of people. As first positive 
results, the frequent stealing of clothes, shoes and break- 
ins has completely stopped as well as the constant 
pollution of our facilities with plastic and paper, 

previously 
blown through 
the wind on our 
compound 
during the 
many major 
sports events 
at Suva Grammar School opposite the road. PTC now 
looks better distinguished and we have received many 
positive comments from visitors and the wider Suva 
community. 

The fence was funded by many generous donations 
from PTC friends and member churches: Association 
of Christian Churches & Missions in Germany (EMW) 
^Christchurch, Samoa & Tokelau Group^Church of 
Polynesian CongregationalChristian Church in Am. 
SamoanCongregational Christian Church in Am. Samoa 
(Womens Fellowship)nCongregational Christian Church 
in Samoan Diocese of Polynesia nEkalesia 
NiuenEvangelical Church in French Polynesia & the 
Loyalty IslandsnFree Wesleyan Church of TonganGlohal 
Ministries of the Uniting Churches in the Netherlands nThe 
Methodist World Church Office in LondonnPIC Newtown 
nPetone Multicultural ParishnPresbyterian Churches in 
New Zealand AotearoanSt. George lonanSt. Paul Presby¬ 
terian nAshburtonUnited Church of Christ in the Marshall 
IsnMs. Margaret GordonnRev. Marie Ropetin Rev. Elder 
L. Serefano & TamaginRev. Ola Tofilau & Newtownm 

PTC Development Update cont. 
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Renovations of Main Buiiding 


At the time of producing this newsletter the final touches for the thorough renovations within the administrative 
main building were done. The project included: -Conversion and refurbishing of classroom No. 1 



- 


New Reception Area 


New Wash-room 
Men - Women - Handicapped 


For all the renovations, again, donations have been received from a 
variety of donors overseas, including a contribution from the 
Evangelical Church in French Polynesia. 

Some donations are still on the way and a final overview will be 
provided in the next newsletter. With substantial contributions received 
for a variety of infrastructure projects from within the Pacific Island 
region, a new trend is emerging towards more self-reliance. 


into the new staff room 
Reconstruction of the front entrance 
Old students hall into a classroom 
The Finance office with a new reception area 
Relocation and construction of new washroom 
Laundry and storeroom 

Construction, extension and refurbishing of the old kitchen 
Location of the GPP office 

■ • Construction of a bookshop and 
• New canteen 


New Staff Room 



Fofola e Fala Havea-Latukefu House 

The official opening of the new community meeting house 
took place on November 9, 2002. The Reverend Valamotu 
Palu from the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga and General 
Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches was the 
guest speaker for the launching of the building. 



The Fofola e Fala is named after two former PTC 
Principals. The late Rev. Dr. Amanaki Havea who was 
the first Pacific Island Principal (1977-1982) and the 
late Rev. Dr. Sione Latukefu, who was the best known 
Pacific Island historian and the 5th principal (1989- 
1992). 

About F$42,000 (50% of construction costs) were 
made available by the PTC Tongan Ethnic Group. Other 
contributions came from the Global Ministries of the 
Uniting Churches of the Netherlands and the Uniting 
Church in Australia. 

PTC Development Update cont. 








On 1 St August 2003 a ribbon cutting ceremony was held to 
officially open our new Bookshop and Canteen. 

^ ^ Both projects are designed 

^ookskov and planned as income 

^ ^ generating projects to help 

us in our goal towards long 
- term sustainability in 
times of decreasing 
contributions from our 
partners overseas. The 
Bookshop and Canteen are 
designed as a service to the 
PTC community, visitors 
and guests. With the 
opening of a bookshop, 
PTC wants to provide 
sound ecumenical, 
theological, and other 
literature relevant to the 
study of religion and to the 
fast changing societies in 
Fele Nokise (Principal) Oceania. 



In addition, we are aiming to develop a section for children 
as well as a section with general literature from Pacific and 
worldwide known authors. As you all know, it is not easy in Fiji 
to find ecumenical, theological, literature, or good books for 
children and adults. 1 want to add here that we also want to 
balance the increase of religious literature that is clearly not 
ecumenical and quite often presenting the views of 
fundamentalism, charismatics and Pentecostalism. We want to 
promote ecumenism in Fiji and PTC, which is the only 
ecumenical tertiary organization in the region. 



Lynne Lalanabaravi, Bookshop Manager 


Ms. Lynne Lalanabaravi, with 14 years of service for PTC as 
part of our administrative staff is our new bookshop manager. 
Based on her past performanee, her secretarial, organizational 


and communication skills, she has the full trust of the PTC 
Management. We are confident that the bookshop will become 
another success story. 

Having a canteen at PTC is not really new but the running of 
^ it proved to be quite difficult in the past because of 
J lack of consistency, volunteers, and training. It hardly 
generated income in the past for a variety of reasons. 
Therefore, we started with a new approach by offering 
a course in Leadership and Management in our Women’s Pro¬ 
gram. Ten women attended the course and learned amongst other 
things basic accounting and bookkeeping for small-scale busi¬ 
ness. Out of that course, a group of women started to re-open 
the canteen in September last year. 


Canteen 



Lilieta Tukana, Canteen Manager and Fele Nokise 

Under supervision of the coordinator of the Women’s Program, 
Sainimere Niukula, and the Project Manager, Dr. Manfred Ernst, 
Mrs. Lilieta Tukana and Mrs. Moeata Teururai were appointed 
as canteen managers in October 2002 and generated in the past 
nine months a net income of about F$2,800. We are confident 
that with the increased space and by offering a greater variety 
of products the canteen will continue to be successful in the 
years to come. 1 shall add that without the commitment and 
voluntary contribution and outstanding service of Lilieta and 
Moeata, the canteen would not be what it is today. 

We are very thankful for the financial contributions we re¬ 
ceived from the PTC community and visitors as a result of our 
College Bazaar in May this year. Also, we are thankful to the 
variety of partners overseas that eontinue to support us to ma¬ 
terialize our visions for the two projects, namely; 

» The National Council of Churches in Australia/Church 
World Service 

» The Division for World Mission of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Bavaria/Germany 

» The Department for Global Ministries of the Uniting 
Churches in the Netherlands 

» The United Church of Canada, and 

» The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 


PTC Development Update cont. 
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OUTLOOK 2004 


Library Extension Phase I 

The total amount needed for the planned library extension 
is about 1.3 million Fiji Dollars, probably the biggest 
challenge for PTC since it opened its doors back in 1966. 
Fundraising efforts started back in 2001. We received so far 
a first major contribution in May 2002 with 154,000 EURO 
(about 306,000 FJD at that time) from the Association of 
Christian Churches and Missions (EMW) in Germany. 

A planned fundraising tour by the Principal ahd Project 
Manager to the USA and Canada for consultations with 
partners did not eventuate. The Principal and Project Manager 
boarded a plane on its way to Los Angeles when the plane 
had to return to Nadi in the middle of the Pacific Ocean 
because the airspace over the USA was closed. It was 
September 11, 2001. Other applications send out were not 
successful and it turned out that it may take even some years 
to raise such a huge amount. On the other side we had secured 
a rather substantial amount already and therefore the PTC 
Management decided to propose to do the Library extension 
in stages. 

Phase I of the long awaited extension of the College Library 
started in the third week of September 2003. 

It involves the construction of a sub-power station as a pre¬ 
condition to cater for the increased needs of the College, the 

installation of 
air-condition 
and major 
works within 
the library 
with regard to 
walls and 
windows. The 
construction 
period will be 
ten weeks and 
before the end 
of2003 library 



Sub-power station September 2003 


users and library 
staff will enjoy a first 
major improvement 
of working 

conditions. 

There are plans for 
further fundraising 
efforts in 2004 and 
some partners are at 
the moment 

processing our 
applications. 



Sub-power station November 2003 


Mission and Training Center 

For 2004 we have three major projects in the pipeline. 
The first one is the construction of a Mission and Training 
Center. The project volume is about F$800,000 and it took 
PTC, again, many years to secure such a huge amount. 
Construction work is supposed to start in January 2004 and 
may take 6-8 months. 

Etina Havea Center (Kindergarten) 

Another project which we are planning to start by the end 
of this year involves major renovations at the PTC Etina 
Havea Kindergarten. For these renovations we have received 
F$29,600 from the Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church in the USA. Another F$ 18,000 have been 
raised through the College Bazaar in March this year. 

Sanitary Drainage 

A major challenge is still to find a solution for our problems 
with the Sanitary Drainage. Over the past 4 years we have 
explored different options to address the problem with 
insufficient and old septic tanks that causes bad smell and a 
potential health risk. On the advise of our civil engineer the 
best option would be to get connected to the Suva sewerage 
system. We started negotiations with the Public Works 
Department of the government because we cannot do the 
project without their approval and cooperation because major 
works need to be carried out for this outside the PTC 
compound. For two years we have been negotiating and got 
a verbal agreement from the chief engineer of PWD when 
we submitted a proposal for sharing of costs. But nothing has 
been put into writing and the PWD has kept us waiting again 
and again. Attempts to get in touch with the responsible 
government minister have been fruitless and it is common 
knowledge that the PWD obviously does not have the funds 
for this project. In a recent meeting of the PTC Management 
it was decided that we will not wait another 3 or 4 years just 
because of the non-performance of the PWD. We are now 
re-exploring the option of constructing our own waste 
treatment plant, an option that we pursued earlier but put 
aside because negotiations with the government looked 
promising. The technology for small waste treatment plants 
has improved in the past years and there is a good number of 
such plants already established in tourist resorts around the 
islands* 
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PTC COMMUNITY CELEBRATES 
FACULTY APPOINTMENTS 



Michael, Hanna and Lidia Press 


Rev. Dr. Apelu Poe has been appointed as Lecturer in Old 
Testament. He is an ordained Congregational minister from 
American Samoa. Apelu graduated from Malua Theological 
College in 1981. He holds both professional and academic de¬ 
grees: M.Div. (1985) from Pacific School of Religion, Berke¬ 
ley, CA; S.T.M. (1986) from Yale Divinity School, New Ha¬ 
ven, CT; and M.A.(1992) & Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible (1999) from 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. While studying abroad he 
served in various leadership and ministerial positions at the 
Samoan Congregational Christian Church, San Francisco, 
Founder’s Congregational Church, Harwington, CT and Belmont 
United Methodist Church, Nashville, TN. From 1996-2001 he 
was an Instructor for the Summer Course of Study Program 
for Pacific Island students at Claremont School of Theology. 
Prior to coming to PTC he was the Pastor of Fetu Ao UMC, 
Torrance, and Samoan Congregational Community Church, 
Carson, CA. Apelu, his wife, Faapiomalo, and their children, 
Eli, Josiah, Tiresa and Nofoaluma joined PTC in July 2003. Eli 
returned to the U.S. to complete his last year of high school at 
the California Academy of Mathematics and Science. 




Tevita & Sela Havea 


Rev. Dr. Michael Press has been appointed as Lecturer in 
Ministry and Church History since August 2002. He was bom 
in Hannover, Germany, he studied theology, philosophy & lit¬ 
erature in Heidelberg,Tubingen and Hamburg. After his exams 
he did his vicarate in Hannover and then moved to the Evan¬ 
gelical Eutheran Church of Bavaria. He was a Parish minister 
in Munich together with his wife, Eidia Rabenstein from 1997- 
2002. In 2001 he finished his doctorate in Systemic and Ecu¬ 
menical Theology with the publication of his thesis “Jesus and 
the Spirit: A Spirit Christology”. He is supported by the Mission 
Board of his Lutheran Church. His main areas of research: 
Christology, Pneumatology, Martin Luther, ecumenical move¬ 
ment. His wife, Lidia, is a tutor in biblical studies and spiritual 
formation in the Women’s program while their daughter, Hanna 
attends the kindergarten on PTC campus. 



Tiresa, Faapiomalo, Nofoaluma, Apelu, Josiah 
[not pictured: Eli Kenape] 


Rev. Dr. Tevita Havea has been appointed as Head of the 
Biblical Studies Department and Lecturer in New Testament. 
He is a native of Tonga and a fourth generation ordained min¬ 
ister of the Free Wesleyan Church in Tonga. He is married to 
Sela Kalala. He is the fifth of seven children of Rev. Dr. Sione 
‘ Amanaki Havea and Etina F. Havea. Tevita was educated in 
Tonga and Fiji before he went overseas for further studies. 
He received a BA from Texas Wesleyan College (1981), M. 
Div and M.T.S. from Perkins School of Theology (1985 & 
1997), and a Ph.D. from Sheffield University, England (2003). 
Between 1985 and 1995, he was the Greek New Testament 
lecturer at Sia’atoutai Theological College in Tonga. Tevita 
and his wife, Sela joined PTC in August 2003. 
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Nalini Predish, Elenoa Bainitabua & Sandra Birse 


To introduce our new staff at the library; Sandra Birse, Li¬ 
brarian who joined us on February 2003 from Scotland. She is 
responsible for the daily operation and supervision of the li¬ 
brary staff. Her assistant is Elenoa Bainitabua, who joined us 
on the 23rd September 2002 and Nalini Predish, who joined 
us 8th of December 2003. 

WOMEN’S PROGRAMME: We are also pleased to intro¬ 
duce to you, Ilisabeta Lewanuku, Secretary for the 
Programme. She 
joined us on the 
28th April 2003. 

The programme 
has several tutors 
made up of faculty 
spouses and retired 
teachers. 


Ilisabeta Lewanuku 




PTCEE has not 
been the same since 
Sofaia Niulevu 
joined the team Sep¬ 
tember 2002. Her 
secretarial and ad¬ 
ministrative skills 
are a plus, and her 
smiling face and 
helpful spirit can 
sure start you off on 
a good day. 


Sofaia Niulevu 


Bon Voyage 


V^e would like to express good wishes and a big vinaka vakalevu 
for your contribution to the life of PTC. May God continue to 
bless you in your future endevours. You are dearly missed. 

The Rev. Dr. Trevor Burke has returned home to Ireland with 
his wife Yvonne and son, Simon. Their eldest son, Luke was 
studying overseas and it was hard for him to be separated 
from his parents at a young age. Therefore, it was difficult to 
continue their contract. Trevor was a Department Head and 
Lecturer in Biblical Studies (New Testament). 




Elenoa Vukea, a retired Home Economics Teacher. She is a 

tutor for sewing, 
and handicraft. 
Lidia Press, tutor 
in Biblical Studies 
and spiritual for¬ 
mation. 

V i k a t 0 1 i a 
Solomone, tutor 
in nutrition & 
cooking classes. 
Lepani Rokoua, 
tutor for literacy 
program. 

Eleanor Vukea 


The Rev. Jenny & Rev. David Willsher have returned home 
with their son, Joshua to Australia. They are both Priests of 
the Anglican Church in Australia. Jenny was Head and Lec¬ 
turer in Church Ministry Department. She was also the editor 
of the bi-annual PTC newsletter. David was a Lecturer and 
Director of the PTCEE program. He also managed the com¬ 
puter systems. 

Mirja Bidesi, Library Assistant who devoted 16 years of ser¬ 
vices to the development of our library. 

Mere Uluikade, typist for the Womens Centre from 2001- 
2003. 

Alisi Naitoko, Library Assistant, who helped us from July- 
November 2003. 
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SERMON 

Cheek Turning Is Not Submission: Jesus’ 

Ethic Of Non-Violent Resistance 

Scripture Text: Luke 6:26-36 

T he invitation to preach here at this Roman Catholic sister 
college gave me great pleasure.' Having been trained at a 
place called St. Francis Xavier University - you can guess 
which order founded that place - and later in French Canada, I have 
had many happy relations with Roman Catholics. An important 
mentor and professor of mine was Gregory Baum, the Augustinian 
moral theologian and sociologist. One time, visiting the Convent of 
the Sisters of St. Martha in Nova Scotia I let slip my admiration for 
the Jesuits and said that, if I had been Catholic, I would have liked 
to join them. I later discovered that for years a group of these nuns 
had continued to pray for my conversion to the Church of Rome so 
that I could become a Jesuit. I should have invited them to my 
wedding so that they could surrender their 
labours. 

I have to offer a little apology in 
advance here. This sermon will be fairly 
serious for such a friendly and fraternal 
gathering. I’m sorry about that, but 
because the Luke passage came up in the 
lectionary this week, and because I’m 
looking out at a collection of women and 
men who will eventually disperse to have 
great impact upon communities all across 
Oceania, I cannot resist the temptation to 
confront a great misuse of Jesus’ words. 

Before we get to this, however, let me tell a 
story to get us considering the issue 
tackled by the sermon: violence and how 
to respond to it. 

For the first half of 2000 my wife, 

Fiona, and I traveled around South Africa researching that country’s 
reconciliation process. During our travels, we interviewed many 
people who had been devastated by the violence of the apartheid 
era in which blacks were so greatly oppressed and the white 
government’s policies of racial exclusion pushed the country into 
near civil war. We heard many horrible stories. One of the most 
startling was about a black man who reached the breaking point. 
This man’s name was Oliver. His next-door neighbour was an eighty- 
seven year old lady who had a son serving as a soldier with one of 
the anti-apartheid liberation armies. One day the security police 
came to search her house. Finding that the son was not there, they 
punished his elderly mother instead, beating her to death. The next 
morning, full of hot blood, Oliver went to a busy road where people 
of all races would be traveling to work. He gathered a crowd of 
blacks together and worked them to a fury with his story of what 
the white policemen had done. He decided to kill the first whites 
they encountered. Two white laborers came down the road on foot. 
They were stoned and set on fire. Oliver then turned himself in to 
the police. He did not want to hide from his actions. He was proud 
of them. 

Any of us who have been seriously hurt by other people 
understand the taste for vengeance. The desire for payback can be 


powerful indeed, but, as social beings and as Christians, we know 
that it must be resisted. It does too much harm. And if we cannot 
see this for ourselves, the words of Jesus, found in both Luke 6 
and Matthew 5 make it clear. I read from the former: “But I say to 
you that listen, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone 
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone 
who takes your coat do not withhold even your shirt.” 

This has been called an ethic of non-resistance. It appears to 
be the response that Jesus would have us act out when others 
attack us. It is human nature to hate those who hate us, but Jesus 
would implant in us another nature: one that moves us to do good 
to haters. It is human nature to curse those who curse us, but Jesus 
would inspire in us another nature: one that sparks us to bless 
cursers. It is human nature to abuse those who abuse us, but Jesus 
would grow in us another nature: one that compels us to pray for 
abusers. 

Where do we get this nature? Where do we get the kindness to 
return hate with goodness? Where do we get the grace to return 

curses with blessings? 
Where do we get the love 
to return abuse with 
prayer? The answer 
seems to be that we get it 
from Christ Jesus. We are 
called not only to 
worship him; we are 
called not only to love 
him: we are called to be 
like him. This is a 
corrective of one of the 
great mistakes that 
Christianity has fallen 
into: the Son of Man, the 
most human of all human 
beings, his greatest desire 
is not for us to worship 
him. It is for us to imitate him, to be like him, to walk in the places 
he walked, to do the things he did. 

So we are to be like Jesus, to return hate with love. When 
someone curses you, you are to bless her. When someone strikes 
you, you are to stand up again and let him knock you down a second 
time. If you are a woman and your husband punches you on the 
right cheek, then let him strike you on the left. Take your 
punishment quietly. If there is a coup and rebels come to bum your 
house and rape your wife, then you kneel down and meekly pray 
as it happens. If you are a fisherman and foreign boats come to 
carry away all your fish, then you move aside. 

Is this what this passage tells us? Is this what Luke 6 and its 
parallel in Matthew 5 teach us? No, it is not. To tell a battered 
woman to meekly accept her abuse is an abomination. I am sure that 
Christ groans with pain every time a priest, a talatala, or a judge 
bends his words to keep a victim trapped in her prison of violence. 
Jesus did not teach an ethic of non-resistance, at least not for those 
faced with real abuse or oppression. Jesus taught an ethic of 
resistance - but non-violent resistance. This was what he was 
teaching when he told us to “turn the other cheek.” It is a great 
misfortune that in Christian tradition that phrase has come to mean 
the opposite of what Jesus intended.^ Let me explain. 
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In Luke 6:29 we find these words of Jesus: “If anyone strikes 
you on the cheek, offer the other also.” Matthew 5:39 is even more 
specific: “But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the 
other also.”^ Why the right cheek? The first thing we need to know 
is that the blow would come from the right hand of the attacker. In 
Jewish society at the time of Jesus the left hand was used only for 
unclean tasks and one person would not touch another with it. 
Now, if the blow was to come from the right hand and land on the 
right cheek, it would have to be a backhanded strike. This was the 
kind that would be used by a social superior (a master, a husband, 
a Roman) against a social inferior (a slave, a wife, a Jew). Its purpose 
was not to injure but to humiliate. A punch would not be used to 
humiliate a social inferior but to defend oneself, likely against 
someone of similar social status. 

It is important to remember that Jesus’ audience was made up 
not of the people who would be doing the backhanding, such as 
slave-owners or Roman (or Jewish) authorities, but rather of the 
people who suffered regular humiliation. What then was Jesus 
saying when he counselled these victims to turn the other cheek? 
Try striking someone on the left cheek with the back of your right 
hand. It is impossible. Jesus was suggesting that the victims of a 
backhand offer the other cheek in a gesture that would rob the 
oppressor of the power to humiliate. Offering the left cheek would 
essentially say: “Try again! You have failed to humiliate me. I am a 
human being just like you.” The oppressor would have to choose 
between striking with a punch, which would acknowledge the 
receiver as a social equal, or just walking away stung by the act of 
defiance. 

Following on the advice about cheek-turning, Jesus has 
something to say to members of his audience who have been 
humiliated in a different way. Most of the people who came to hear 
him would have been very poor, and many would have entered into 
debt to some kind of creditor. When a creditor became tired of 
waiting for repayment, he would summon the person who owed 
him money to a court of law and demand payment. The second half 
of Luke 6:29 speaks to this situation: “and from anyone who takes 
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.” (We’re not really 
talking about coats and shirts; that is not what people in Jesus’ 
society wore. They wore cloaks and undergarments). 

What does this have to do with debtor’s courts and demands 
of repayment? A little background. The people of Palestine in Jesus’ 
time lived in an economy that was exploitative in the extreme. Regular 
people were ground into devastating poverty and were paid so 
little for their labour that it was very difficult to get out. As they 
became more and more poor they would borrow money and lose 
even the little they had to lenders. Eventually the poorest and most 
broken would find themselves in court being sued for the only 
thing they had left: their one piece of clothing - their cloak or outer 
garment. 

Jesus’ advice to these people was this: “if you are sued for 
your cloak, then hand it over to the one who is suing you, but do 
not stop there. Take off your undergarment as well, and hand that 
over too.” Yes, Jesus was telling them to take off their underwear 
and to walk out of court stark naked. By doing this, the person 
being sued would be saying: “look what you have done to me! You 
have reduced me to nakedness. That is how hard of heart you are.” 
This would have been very shameful to the one who dragged the 
poor person into debtor’s court (as well as for the court itself). It 
would have been a masterful protest against the economic 
oppression of that situation and society. 


In Luke 6 and Matthew 5, then, Jesus is not teaching passivity; 
he is teaching tactics of non-violent resistance for people who are 
so oppressed that they are almost completely powerless. He is 
teaching a way to register strong protest, to unmask the inhumanity 
of the oppressor without being reduced to imitating his violence. 
Of course the most powerful of these tactics was employed by 
Jesus himself when he surrendered to the cross. 

In South Africa, violence, racial hatred, oppression, and injustice 
of the most naked kind was a daily reality. Many people reacted the 
way Oliver did: they returned killing with killing, they fought fire 
with fire. It did not work. Others, often spurred by preachers calling 
out “turn the other cheek” or “the meek shall inherit the earth,” 
took the opposite path and did nothing, suffering in silence. That 
did not work either. Then there were those like Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu who took a middle path. They loved their enemies, not by 
yielding to them but by standing strong and calling out the 
humanity that was buried in them. They marched to the places of 
bloodshed and stood in the path of bullets. They rallied and danced 
in the tens of thousands at the funerals of the fallen. The TV cameras 
followed; the world woke up. They went on strike, refusing to labour 
in an economy that made war machines to be used against them. 
They went into exile and wandered the world, showing their wounds 
and asking for help. Help came. It took half a century, but the world 
community rose up and cried “no” and apartheid cmmbled. A 
resurrection. A great resurrection, after so many crucifixions. 

For a contextual sermon, this one has not said much about 
Oceania so far, at least not directly. Well, despite my frank words, I 
am aware that I am still very much a guest in this part of the world. 
So let me contextualise by asking questions. What are the 
cmcifixions in your communities? Who arc the women being violated 
and crushed by men? How can you offer non-violent resistance? 
What are the crucifixions in your societies? Who are being pushed 
to the margins by the advance of unjust power? Who gets poorer 
as the rich get richer? How can you offer non-violent resistance? 
As I said earlier, Christ calls us first to imitate him, not only to 
worship him. You know where the crucifixions are in your 
communities and your societies. To imitate Christ would be to 
confront these injustices, not with passivity but with non-violent 
resistance. This requires the embodiment of one of Jesus’ strongest 
qualities, one that we do not talk about very often. I do not mean 
his faith. Neither do I mean his compassion - nor his grace. I mean 
his courage. Yes, his courage. The courage of Christ, the courage 
of the non-violent resister of evil must be even stronger than that 
of the warrior. For the non-violent resister does not strike back. He 
does not return blows with blows. She does not lift the sword to 
protect herself The courage of Christ is the greatest courage we 
can embody for it is the only one that returns hate with love. Even 
if a great price must be paid to do so. 


' The above sermon was delivered by Rev. Dr. Russell Daye at Pacific 
Regional Seminary joint service with PTC, 19/09/2003. 

’ At this point in the sermon a visual demonstration was offered to 
explain what Jesus was driving at when he taught his followers to “turn 
the other cheek.” In this printed version I change and extend the text 
somewhat to compensate for the lack of visual demonstration. Here 1 
am following the work of the New Testament scholar, Walter Wink. See 
his Engaging the Powers: Discernment and Resistance in a World of 
Domination (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992) pp. 175-9. 

’ All biblical quotations from the NRSV. Italics mine. 

This sermon also appears in the Pacific Journal of Theology, Issue No. 
30 (2003). 
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Department News. 




Ministry Department by Niponi Finau,., 

Ministry Department continues to assist future church lead¬ 
ers in the region in developing expertise in many areas in¬ 
cluding: Christian Education, church and mission, pastoral 
couseling and homiletics. Through our courses, we are help¬ 
ing the students of different traditions to pursue their special 
areas of concentration and to explore broader understanding 
of their own vocations. 

During the third term. Rev. Jenny Willsher, who was very 
instrumental for the department in the last three years, re¬ 
turned with her family to Australia and we are looking for¬ 
ward to have a new member on board in the beginning of 
2004. 

Department of Theology and Ethic by Russ Daye,„ 

2003 has been an eventful year for the members of our 
department. Ama Tofaeono took his home leave in the 
middle of the year. This allowed him some time in American 
Samoa and an opportunity to return to Fiji to assist that 
country's delegation to the South Pacific Games. Ama is away 
on study leave during the final semester as a visiting scholar 
at the Vancouver School of Theology on the beautiful campus 
of the University of British Columbia in Canada. Joan has 
been able to join him in Vancouver and will work on her 
doctoral research there. 

Kafoa Solomone has also taken some home leave during 
the third semester, which gave him a chance to have some 
rest in Tonga. His leave was only for a month, however, as 
his double duty as our dean means we can only spare him 
for so long. We are all pleased that Kafoa is joined by his 
wife, Victoria at PTC this year. Recently published was 
Kafoa's article "What it Takes to be a Neighbour: Theological 
View on the Fiji Situation." It is available in the ECREA 
publication, (see Recent Publication section for complete reference) 

Russ Daye and Fiona were blessed with the birth of their 
second son in March. William is a strong and happy boy and 
is well loved by his brother Sam. Russ had an article 
published in the first issue of the new journal Fijian Studies. 
It is entitled, "Finding a Model of Reconciliation in Fiji." (see 
Recent Publication section for complete reference) 

The Department of Theology and Ethics was very fortunate 
to have engaged Rosalyn Nokise as a part- time lecturer this 
year. Rosalyn has been teaching in the BD programme and 
her courses have proven very popular, with large numbers 
of students signing up for her electives. 




Department of Biblical Studies by Tevita Havea,., 

The lecturers in the department of Biblical Studies had to 
leave before the end of the 2003 academic year. Thus, two 
new lecturers were recruited at the beginning of term three: 
Rev. Dr. Apelu Poe and Rev. Dr. Tevita Havea. The chal¬ 
lenges for these rookies are enormous. They have to row their 
own "short boat" i.e., the department of Biblical Studies, by 
themselves whilst at the same time unite with other faculties 
in rowing the ''long boat", i.e., other PTC departments. To 
row the "short boat," according to the college handbook, the 
department endeavours to provide "advanced studies in bib¬ 
lical languages and literary, historical, anthropological, socio¬ 
economic, and theological contexts in which the Hebrew and 
Greek Bibles came into being." To participate in the rowing 
of the "long boat," the department strives "to equip the Pa¬ 
cific Churches with biblical scholars trained as communica¬ 
tors of the Word of God, in both the Old and New Testament 
who can serve in the ministry of the Church and in the elabo¬ 
ration of a biblically-grounded and culturally-aware Pacific 
theology." 

History Department by Kambati Uriam,.. 

History Department is organizing a History Conference 
to be held here at PTC on 20-22 October 2004. The Confer¬ 
ence is a gathering of historians, theologians, anthropologists 
and Pacific scholars working on or interested in aspects of 
Pacific Christian History, especially in the last century. It will 
be an opportunity by these scholars and observers of Chris¬ 
tian History in the Pacific to describe 'their story of Christian¬ 
ity in the 20th Century', how they came to be interested in 
Pacific Christian History, and what are some of their meth¬ 
ods employed in reconstructing their stories. The Confer¬ 
ence is basically a stock-taking of 20th Century Pacific Chris¬ 
tian Historiography. 

The Conference keynote address will be delivered by Dr. 
Niel Gunson, a retired Senior Fellow of the Research School 
of Pacific Asian Studies at the Australian National Univer¬ 
sity in Canberra, and a renowned authority on Christian Mis¬ 
sion in the Pacific. This gathering of international academics 
is the first of its kind organized and hosted by the Depart¬ 
ment and the College here on PTC grounds. Already we are 
flooded by enquiries and notices of interests in coming to the 
Conference from universities and Churches from around the 
world, and we, in the History Deparment are very excited 
about this. 

For more information, please contact: 

Rev. Dr. Kambati Uriam at 
Pacific Theological College 
Private Mail Bag 
Suva, Fiji 

Telephone: (679) 331-1100 
Fax: (679)330-1728 
Email <kuriam@ptc.ac.fj> 
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An Eventful Year For PTCEE (Education by Extension) Programme 

by Rosalyn Nokise 


This has been a very eventful year for PTCEE, marked by much 
hard work, sadness, and the joy of achievement. 

This year has seen the fruits of many years of work, as the 
courses required for the Certificate and Diploma courses are finally 
being completed and made available to students. This year three 
more courses have been produced, 1). M203e Ministry in Social 
Context, by former Ministry Department Head, Rev. Jenny,Willsher, 
2).TE201e Women and Theology, by former PTCEf Assistant 
Director Rev. Dr. Lydia Johnson and, 3). Hl04e The People of 
God: A History of Christianity in the Pacific Islands (P^rt 2), by our 
Vice-Principal and Head of Church History Department, Rev. Dr. 
Kambati Uriam. This is a tremendous achievement, and has enabled 
our first Diploma students to graduate this year. This was a special 
celebration, not only of the effort of these particular students, but 
all those many people who have led the programme, written the 
courses, marked the assignments and handled the production and 
processing of applications, courses, and assignments. A big vinaka 
vakalevu to you all! 


of a new phase of development. Under his care the programme has 
flourished. The legacy of his gifts will be enjoyed by the programme 
for years to come. Likewise, we have been sad to lose Jenny, who 
has contributed greatly to this programme through her writing of 

t w 0 _ _ courses, and her marking of a 

variety of PTCEE courses. 
This year saw Jenny 
take on the extra task 
of oversight of the 
PTCEE programme 
while David was on 
study leave. We miss 
them, and wish them 
well in their return 
home, and blessings for 
their continuing ministry. 

Jenny, Joshua and David Willsher 




Litiana Tuidrakulu (Diploma Student), and The Most Rev. Sir Ellison Pogo, Chairman 
of PTC Council and the Executive 



Maamola Tinilau (Diploma Student) and The Most Rev. Sir Ellison Pogo, Chairman 
of PTC Council and the Executive 

Our greatest sadness this year has been the departure of our 
Director, Rev. David Willsher, and his family. Rev. Jenny Willsher 
and son, Joshua. An Anglican priest from Australia, David has 
served PTCEE for the last two years, consolidating much of the 
past years progress and bringing the programme to the beginning 


This year’s end will also see the departure of Rev. Pothin Wete 
who has had a critical role to play in the development of the 
Francophone work of this programme. His input at many levels 
including the marking of francophone courses will be a great loss 
for the programme, he will be greatly missed. We wish Pothin and 
Tamara and the family all the best for their return home to Kanaky 
and the ministry that awaits them there. 

Our programme is continuing to grow with the number of courses 
completed increasing 100% over the last two years! More students 
are working towards the completion of qualifications. This year we 
had six (6) Certificate graduates, from Solomon Islands, American 
Samoa, Samoa, Fiji, and Tuvalu and two (2) graduates in the Diploma 
programme from Fiji and Tuvalu. Congratulations to all our 
graduates! 

We have continued to enjoy working with our member churches 
as they facilitate the education of both their lay and ordained 
people with the programme. The appointment of liason/tutor officers 
by some of our member churches has made for clear and regular 
communication. Our agreements with two of our member church 
theological colleges, to use PTCEE course materials for their students 
in Pohnpei and the Solomon Islands continue to reflect the 
significant role of PTCEE as an education provider in our region. 
We are excited and heartened by our Pacific church’s commitment 
to equipping their people with informed theological education. 

Unlike most educational institutions, for PTCEE the academic 
year is not drawing to a close. We have open and flexible programme 
that enables registrations and enrollments year round. While we 
do close the office for a well deserved break over Christmas, and 
our markers are likely to be absent for some of the summer break, 
and the handling of assignments does necessarily slow down, we 
continue to be open for enquiries and new enrollments. We take 
this opportunity to wish you all a blessed Christmas from all of us 
at PTCEE. 
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Prestigious International Awards 


by Faapio Poe 



Rev. Dr. Ama’amalele Tofaeono Siolo, II 

Ama’amalele Tofaeono Siolo II, a PTC faculty in the 
Theology and Ethics Department, won the 2002 Interna¬ 
tional Course Award on Dialogue of Theology and Natu¬ 
ral Science offered by the University of California at Berke¬ 
ley, Berkeley, California. U.S.A. 

Established in recognition of the scholar’s works in pro¬ 
moting continuing dialogue between scientific revolutions and 
theology, the award required that its recipient would attend 
two advanced workshops on Theology and Natural Science 
Dialogue at the Australian National University in Canberra 
and Harvard University in Boston, MA. In addition, a re¬ 
quired course on: '‘An Ecological Theology of Moana- 
Oceans ’’ was submitted. 


He also received another prestigious award from Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, as a ‘Scholar-in- 
Residence Fellow’ for January 1, to June 30, 2004 in 
recognition of his works on Christology in Oceanic context. 

Ama’amalele and his wife, Joan have just returned from 
Canada where he was taking his study leave during which he 
was invited to teach a semester’s course from August to 
December 2003 at the Vancouver School of Theology, 
University of British Columbia. He is currently working on a 
publication on an Ecological Theology of Moana-Oceans. 


Workshop and Conferences 

Nokise, Feleterika. Workshop on Human and Sexuality examining and discussing theological statements made hy the churches on 
the issue. Institute of Ecumencial Studies. April 2002, Bossey, Geneva. 

Nokise, Feleterika. General Assembly, Congregational Christian Church of Samoa. Report on PTC, May 2002. Apia, Samoa. 

Nokise, Feleterika. SPATS Council. Report on PTC, June 2002, Suva, Fiji. 

Nokise, Feleterika. Annual Conference, Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga. Report on PTC, June 2002, Tonga Island. 

Nokise, Feleterika. CWS Consultation. July 2002, Suva, Fiji. 

Nokise, Feleterika. Pacific Island Synod Conference. Opening Address: ‘Ecumenism as a premise for reconciliation. July 2002, 
Auckland, NZ. 

Nokise, Feleterika. September 202. Rarotonga. 

Nokise, Feleterika. Meeting with ELCA, Global Ministry, CWS, Episcopal Church. U.S.A. October 2002. 

Nokise, Feleterika. General Assembly, United Church of Papua New Guinea (Bible Study). November 2002. 

Nokise, Feleterika. Central Health Conference. Paper presented on “The Implications of Spirituality and Faith for Well Being and Good 
Health. December 2002, Wellington, NZ 

Nokise, Feleterika. Meeting with PCANZ. February 2003. Wellington, NZ. 

Ernst, Manfred. Christianity in Eiji: Growing in Diversity and Perspectives for Unity. Paper presented at the Workshop on 

Unification of Churches in Fiji & Global Movement of Churches. Organized by Ministry of National Reconciliation & Unity of the 
Government. 10 March 2003, Suva, Fiji. 

Ernst, Manfred. Christianity in the Pacific Islands: Growing in Diversity. Paper presented at the Workshop on the Growth of 

Christianity in the Pacific Islands. Organized by the Reformed Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 14 March 2003, Suva, 
Fiji. 

Nokise, Feleterika, Keynote Speaker at the Piula Theological College Graduation. July 2003. Piula, Samoa. 

Study Tour 

Daye, Russell Led 3 ECREA members on a study tour of South Africa, January 2002. 

Ernst, Manfred. Participant at the Future of Christianity in the West. School of Liberal Arts of the University of Otago. Dunedin, NZ, 
5-8 December 2002. 
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Recent Publications 


Daye, Russell, (in press). Political Forgiveness, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Book 

Daye, Russell, (in press). Cheek turning is not submission. Pacific Journal of Theology (based on sermon 
delivered at joint service at PRS. 

Daye, Russell. “Finding a Model of Reconciliation in Fiji.” Fijian Studies: A Journal of Contemporary Fiji. Vol. 1 
(1), 2003,177-198. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Cook Islands” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. Stanley 
M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 76-77. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Fiji Islands” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. Stanley 
M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 99-102. 

Ernst, Manfred. “French Polynesia” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. 

Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 107-108. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Kiribati” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. Stanley M. 

Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 156. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Marshall Islands” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. 

Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 173-175. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Micronesia, Federated States of’ in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic 

Movements, eds. Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 178- 
179. 

Ernst, Manfred. “New Caledonia” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. 

Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 186-187. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Pacific Islands” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. 

Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 194-196. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Papua New Guinea” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. 

Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 197. 

Ernst, Manfred., “Samoa (Western Samoa)” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, 
eds. Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 221-222. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Solomon Islands” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. 

Stanley M. Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 226. 

Ernst, Manfred. “Tonga” in International Dictionary of Pentecostal Charismatic Movements, eds. Stanley M. 

Burgess and Eduard M. van der Maas (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 271. 

Filemoni-Tofaeono, Joan Alleluia. “Marthya: Her Meneutic ofHis Story A Reflection on Luke lO:3S-42,” Weavings: 
Women Doing Theology in Oceania, eds. Lydia Johnson & Joan Alleluia Filemoni-Tofaeono (Suva, FJ: 
Weavers, SPATS Publication, 2003), 108-132. 

Niukula, Sainimere. “A Fijian Woman’s Faith Journey at the Interface of Gospel and Culture,” Weavings: Women 
Doing Theology in Oceania, eds. Lydia Johnson & Joan Alleluia Filemoni-Tofaeono (Suva, FJ: Weavers, 

SPATS Publication, 2003), 204-213. 

Nokise, Rosalyn Coventry. “The Theological Challenge of Land for Israel and Aotearoa,” Weavings: Women 
Doing Theology in Oceania, eds. Lydia Johnson & Joan Alleluia Filemoni-Tofaeono (Suva, FJ: Weavers, 
SPATS Publication, 2003), 80-98. 

Solomone, Kafoa. “What it Takes to be a Neighbour: Theological View on the Fiji Situation.” Who is my Neighour, 
My Brother and Sister? Inter-Church Coloquium, May 19-21. (Suva, FJ: ECREA Publication, 2003), 13-29. 
Tofaeono, Ama’amalele. An Ecological Theology of Moana - Ocean. Berkeley: Center for Natural Science and 
Theology. Berkeley, CA:2002. 

Tofaeono, Ama’amalele. “From passion to a compassionate mission,” Pacific Journal of Theology, 2002. 

Wete, Tamara. “Motherhood: Feminist, Cultural and Theological Perspectives,” Weavings: Women Doing Theology 
in Oceania, eds. Lydia Johnson & Joan Alleluia Filemoni-Tofaeono (Suva, FJ: Weavers, SPATS Publication, 
2003), 49-57. 
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Student Body Association 2003 

by Alain Maitere 

In the name of our God, I extend my greetings and warm 
regards to you all, friends, fellow students and ex-students 
of PTC, associates and supporters of the college, fathers 
and mothers of the PTC family. I have been asked to 
contribute to the PTC Newsletter what I think of the Student 
Body Association drawing from my experience as the 
President of the Association for 2003. It is my pleasure to do 
so. 



(L-R: Alain, Litiana, Mosese, Salanoa, Dixon-not available) 


The SBA is made up of B.D. and M.Th full time students, 
and students’ spouses and students who take part-time studies 
as associate members. The Executive Body of the SBA was 
elected in 2002, and I, Alain Maitere from the Etarc^tia 
Evaneria i Porin9tia Farani, was elected president of the 
association. The other members of the Executive are 
Salanoa Tinilau from the Ekalesia Kelisiano of Tuvalu, Vice 
President; Dixon Agosi from the Church of Melanesia, 
Secretary; Litiana Dau from the Methodist Church of Fiji, 
Treasurer; and Mosese Fuaivaa from the Samoa Methodist 
Church, the students’ representative to the PTC Council. 

The objectives of the SBA are first of all to represent and 
safeguard the interest of its members in matters both inside 
and outside of the college; to mobilize the Student Body to 
assist the college during special events from time to time as 
directed by the SBA Executive; to create relationships with 
internal and external organizations; and, of course, to create 
a closer personal relationship among the different members 
of the association. Furthermore, the SBA maintains a good 
relationship and interaction with the college life. The SBA 
also appoints committees to organize its social activities. For 
instance, for our spiritual life, the student choirmasters lead 
the college community in choir practice once a week. To 
maintain a healthy community the Sport Committee organizes 
official sports days once a term for the college in which all 
students join and participate. The college is organized into 
four teams that compete in the games. Sports days always 


motivate everyone because trophies are prizes awarded to 
the best teams in the final feast of the year. This year too, the 
Social Committee, which had been frozen for some years, 
has been revived. The committee is responsible for the welfare 
of the college community, and to organize social functions 
such as feasts, which are becoming a trademark of college 
life. Feasting is one great part of our life in our Pacific context. 
You may eat, drink, laugh and enjoy Pacific songs with our 
music band while others surround the SBA’s tanoa full of 
yaqona. Having feasts in the college always brings an 
atmosphere of joy and happiness to the community. It is where 
we can see the students coming out of their daily hard work 
and study to enjoy the food, drink and yaqona. Apart from 
the food a feast in the college is mostly a time of fellowship 
and relaxation where we come to know more about others, 
students as well as faculty and staff To be president of the 
Student Body Association is not easy. It demands a lot of 
time and commitment besides your study as a student. The 
most challenging experience for the president eomes at the 
SBA General meetings when the president faces the students 
of different ethnic groups and church denominations of the 
Pacific. However, for me, the support of many student friends 
and my trust in the power of the Holy Spirit gave me the 
confidence to stand up to the challenges that I have gone 
through. I feel that my presidency has prepared me to take 
up the leadership challenges that my future ministry at home 
will bring. One of the significant and important lessons I have 
learned is that as a leader of the SBA every action undertaken 
becomes your responsibility. Failure or success is your 
responsibility and your fault. 

I acknowledge the support of the two principals under 
whose terms I was a student at PTC, the former principal 
Rev. Dr. Jovili Meo and the current principal Rev. Dr. 
Feleterika Nokise. It has been a privilege for me to learn 
from their times of leadership. It nourishes and develops my 

understanding of 
the ministry of 
leadership. 

Finally, I want 
to thank the 
persons to whom 
I am most 
grateful, my wife, 
Frida and my 
two children 



and Tiaihia for 
their patience and 
their invaluable 
help, support and 
prayers 
throughout this 
year* 


L-R: Frida, Alain, Tiaihia, Vaimataariiteanaroa 
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Women’s Programme 

by Tilisi Bryce 



Students in the Women’s Programe 
joined about twenty Methodist women 
and members of the PTC community to 
participate at the Pasifika Church 
Women Leadership Training held here 
at PTC between 17-23 August, 2003. 
The workshop training was funded by 
the Women s Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries, USA and 
Jointly organized by the Women's 
Programme and Weavers of SPATS. 
The training was conducted by three 
facilitators from the USA and whom the 



Morning Devotion begins the day of workshop 


Coordinators of the Women’s 
Programme and Weavers assisted. 
Aimed at empowering and training 
clergy spouses in leadership roles in the 
church and the community, the fifty-odd 
participants learned through Bible 
studies, addresses, group presentations, 
plenary discussions, drama, worship, 
feasting and sharing, of the challenges 
and opportunities that a leader faces. 
Amongst the topic foci for the week 
were ‘Violence Against Women’, 
‘Micro-Credit’, ‘Health and Literacy’, 
‘AIDS Awareness’, and ‘Community 



Sai Niukula, Director Women’s Programme 
small group discussion 



Building’. The varied backgrounds of the 
participants made possible the rich 
sharing of ideas and discussions 
between those who have had several 
years’ experience in the ministry and the 
younger members who will soon 
become pastors’ spouses once their 
husbands are ordained. 



Facilitator, with participants 
discussing Business Plans 
for Small Business 


The week-long training was much 
appreciated by all the participants but 
especially by the students of the 
Women’s Programme who were well- 
supported by their husbands in looking 
after the children and the home while 
they concentrated on the training. The 
facilitators and coordinators of the 
training were also grateful and 
appreciative of all the support the college 
had given to the week-long training in 
availing the Community Fale and the 
facilities for their use. 
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Congratulations, Graduates! Class of 2003 

by Selai Tuidrokadroka 



L to R: Jonathan Kua, Tini Filisi, Tamara Wete, Tafale Fuiava, Charles Beu, Mosese Fuaivaa 


Master of Theology (M.Th.) Degree 


Charles Brown Beu, Theology and Ethics 
Church of Melanesia, Solomon Island 
Mareweia Riteti Eritama,* Theology and Ethics 
Kiribati Protestant Church 
Tini Filisi, Church Ministry 

Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa 
Mosese M. Fuaiva’a,* Biblical Studies 
Samoa Methodist Church 
Tafale Fuiava, Biblical Studies 

Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa 


Jonathan Kua, Biblical Studies 

Evangelical LutheranChurch in Papua New Guinea 
Roland Mae, Church History 

United Church in the Solomon Island 
To rise Neemia, Church Ministry 

Congregational Christian Church in Samoa 
Marquerite Tamara Wete, Church Ministry 
Eglise Evangelique en Nouvelle-Caledonie 

*vv/r// Distinction 





L to R: Selai Tuidrokadroka, Siketi Tonga, Alain Maitere, Josefa Turagacati, 
Ema Hala’api’api, Henri Tupaia, Katia Tupaia 


Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.t Degree 


Ema Hala’api’api, Diocese of Polynesia, Fiji 
Alain Maitere, Eglise Evangelique de Polynesie Francaise, 
Tahiti 

Salanoa Tinilau, **Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu, Tuvalu 
Sione Siketi Tonga, Diocese of Polynesia, Tonga 
Selai R. Tuidrokadorka, Methodist Church in Fiji & Rotuma 
Henri Tupaia,*^ Eglise Evangelique de Polynesie Francaise, 
Tahiti 


Tautu Katia Tupaia,'*'^ ^Eglise Evangelique de Polynesie 
Francaise, Tahiti 

Josefa Turagacati, Methodist Church in Fiji & Rotuma 

*with Honours 

**The John Tidex Prize for the Greatest Improvement 
♦ The Judith Finau Ministry Prize 
"^Malcolm Wilson Prize in Theology 
The Sione *Amanaki Havea Award for Academic Excellence 
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Graduating Class 2003 cont... 


Certificate of Studies for Women’s Programme 
Terina L. Fuaiva’a, Samoa Methodist Church 
Frida Maitere,* Eglise Evangelique de Polynesie 
Francaise 

Maamola Tinilau, Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu 
Lilieta Tukana, Diocese of Polynesia, Fiji 

*The Jean Bell Prize for Leadership and Example 

Certificate in Theological Studies h PTC Education 
by Extension Programme , 

Terina L. Fuaiva’a, Samoa Methodist Church 
Dorothea S. Fuiava, Congregational Christian Church, 
American Samoa 

Harry Gereniu, Church of Melanesia 
Naomi Selu, Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu 
Jone Senibici, Methodist Church, Fiji 
Lilieta Tukana, Diocese of Polynesia, Fiji 
Veronica Vasethe, Church of Melanesia 


Diploma of Theological Studies h PTC Education by 
Extension Programme : 

This is the first year to award our Diploma degree and 
proud to announce our veiy first two recipients: 



Maamola Tinilau, Ekalesia Kelisiano 
Tuvalu 


Litiana Tuidrukulu, Methodist Church 
in Fiji 


Class 

Master of Theology rM.Th.^ 

Jack IJnice Algo, Church Ministries 
Lutheran Church Papua New Guinea 
Ben Willy Aringan, Theology and Ethics 
United Church, Papua New Guinea 
Sioeli Felekoni Kavafolau*, Theology and Ethics 
Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga, Tonga 
Filifaiesea Lilo, Church Ministries 

Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga, Tonga 
Makesi Lene Ne’emia, Biblical Studies 
Congregational Christian Church, Samoa 
Rosalyn B. Coventry Nokise*, Theology and Ethics 
Anglican Church Diocese of Polynesia 
Anil M. P. Reuben, Church Ministries 
Methodist Church, Fiji 
lakopo Taituave, Theology and Ethics 
Methodist Church, Samoa 
Margaret Tioty, Theology and Ethics 
United Church, Papua New Guinea 

*with Distinction 

Bachelor of Divinity fB.D.) 

Isikeli Drevacu, Methodist Chureh, Fiji 
David Hikinao, Church of Melanesia, Solomon Island 
Milton Langidrik, United Church of Christ, Marshall Island 
Tione C. Ling, Church of Melanesia, Vanuatu 
Christian Samu, Church of Melanesia, Solomon Island 
James Tama, Church of Melanesia, Vanuatu 
Peni Tikoinaka, Methodist Church, Fiji 
Hi Vunisuwai, Methodist Church, Fiji 


2002 

Certificate of Achievement 

Marlene Algo, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Papua New Guinea 

Alice Hikinao, Church Melanesia, Solomon Island 

Certificate of Studies for Women’s Programme 
Marlene Algo, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Papua New Guinea 

Alice Hikinao, Church of Melanesia, Solomon Island 
Kaha’u Kavafolau, Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga 
Jenehia Langidrik, United Church of Christ, Marshall 
Island 

Alice Ling, Church of Melanesia, Vanuatu 

Mabel Mahika Mae, United Church in the Solomon Island 

Catherine Samu, Church of Melanesia, Solomon Island 

Diana Tama, Church of Melanesia 

Folole Taituave, Methodist Church, Samoa 

Alumeci Tikoinaka, Methodist Church, Fiji 

Aseri Vunisuwai, Methodist Church, Fiji 

Certificates in Theological Studies -PTCEE 
Programme 

Kaha’u Kavafolau, Free Wesleyan Church, Tonga 
Simoa Asiata, Congregational Christian Church, 

American Samoa 

Litiana Tuidrakulu, Methodist Church, Fiji & Rotuma 
Leonard Maenu’u, Church of Melanesia 
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PTC’s Soccer Team Goes Undefeated! 


by Manfred Ernst 



A t the beginning of2003 we revived two soccer teams 
for boys in the categories Under 12 (U12) and Under 
15 (U15) years of age. We played several games 
against school teams from Suva and outside Suva and 
organized our first tournament for the U 15 teams in August, 
which was won by our PTC/Grace Team. Beside the trophy 
one of our boys won the top scorer price and another one 
the overall best player price. The U 12 team won 3 games 
and lost three games. The U 15 team has played this year 7 
games with one draw at the first game followed by 6 wins. 
In this 7 games the boys scored 30 goals and received only 4 
goals. 


Under 15 Team 

The composition of our two soccer teams is unique for the 
whole of Fiji with players from different nationalities: Fiji, 
Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, 
Samoa, American Samoa, Kiribati, Tahiti, New Zealand, 
Australia and Germany; most of them are children of students 
and faculty. 


Coach Raphael Keppel, is giving the team a decisive plan of 
action during half-time at Deuba. 


Under 12 Team 


Participation in training sessions is always very good with 
20 boys plus every Thursday and every Saturday. The two 
teams are coached by Mr. Raphael Keppel, a German 
National that is married to a Fijian, Dickson Banibani, a 
B.D. student from Vanuatu and Manfred Ernst, the PTC 
Project Manager. The two teams are very much supported 
by the PTC Principal and the PTC community and the 
Director of Grace Home Builders, a company that has 
carried out some infrastructure works at PTC. 




Victory Celebration at Deuba Beach 
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Joys and Concerns 


Baptism & Confirmation In The Faith 


Births: The Miracle of Life is God^s 
greatest creative masterpiece and we are 
happy to announce new births at PTC. 


Timaleti Tuidrakulu, daughter of Litiana & Rusiate 
Tuidrakulu, and sister of Tara and Epeli, was born 17th 
January 2003. Members of the Methodist Church of Fiji. 


William Daye, son of Fiona McAdam & Russ Daye and 

brother of Sam was born on the 13th March 2003. Members 
of the United Church of Canada. 


Hemara Erika Asiata, son of Simoa & Fouvale Asiata and 
brother of Austin, Tearina, Mandela, Gandhi, was born on 
16th June 2003. Members of the Congregational Christian 
Church of American Samoa. 


Anna-Belen Ernst baptized by Rev. Lidia Rabenstein 
Back row; Parents, Elena & Manfred Ernst, and brother, Sitiveni 

On the 15 th November 2003 Anna-Belen Ernst publicly affirmed 
her baptismal convenant and confirmed in the Christian faith. 
This is after a year of instruction in the Word of God with Rev. 
Rabenstein. 

We welcome our new brother, Will Daye and sister, Anna- 
Belen Ernst as new members in the household of God. 


Christian Sympathy to, 


Obituaries 


Vivian Nainoca for the death of his mother, Mareta Fauatea 
Nainoca on 17th July 2002 in Suva, Fiji. 


Selai Tuidrokadroka and Orisi Raogo for the death of their 
mother, Selai Raraki on 7th February 2003 in Suva, Fiji. 


Vikatolia & Kafoa Solomone for the death of Falemaka 
Lakalaka her father and father-in-law in Tonga on 5 July 2003. 


The Maomaoru Family; Deldin,Jovian, Ricksonjelina 


The Kavaliku Family: Mosimeni, Lopeti, and Abigail for the 
death of Mesake Paula, her father, father-in-law and grandfa¬ 
ther on 7th September 2003 in Tonga. 


Jovian Pothin Oahaoru, son of Deldin & Rickson Maomaoru 

was born on 30th of September 2003 and sister of Telina 
Uraipataa. Members of the Church of Melanesia (Anglican). 


Milika & Martin Niponi Finau jbr the death ofSiniteki Finau 
her mother, mother-in-law and grandmother of John, Martin, 
Tutulu, David & Anna on Tuesday 28 October 2003 in Tonga. 
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College Bazaar 2003 

by Tilisi Bryce 


The College Bazaar, now a feature 
of the College Calendar every third 
year, was held on the 10* May, 2003. 
At an earlier community meeting, it was 
decided that proceeds from the bazaar 
would be equally shared and go towards 
the new College Canteen and the 
refurbishment of the ‘Etina Havea 
Kindergarten. Pre-bazaar fundraising 
had the different ethnic groups hosting 
kava parties, lovo pack sales, a fund¬ 
raising dinner, and individual donations 
- all collecting monies towards the 
bazaar day. 

The Kiribati High Commissioner 
opened the bazaar with a donation of 
F$ 1,500. Although the day itself saw 
heavy rain and the top field was soggy 
with mud, the various stalls were ready 
with their wares for sale. Lovo food, 
BBQs, handicrafts, printed fabrics, 
mats, tapa, pot plants, a computer raffle, 
and a jumble sale were some of the 
many items and activities that were on 
offer on the day. Entertainment 
throughout the day was provided by the 
different ethnic groups. 

At the end of a long but successful 
and fun day, the sum of about F$40,000 
was raised. It was with much gratitude 
and appreciation to the fine efforts of 
the community, the leadership of the 
Vice Principal, and the kind donations 
of business houses and individuals that 
the 2003 College Bazaar was a success. 


Computers Enhance Study at PTC 

by Aisake Moceiwai 



Aisake Moceiwai, Computer Systems Assistant 


PTC has been working on an ex¬ 
citing project designed to break 
new ground in the appropriate appli¬ 
cation of modem technology. This, of 
course, involves the innovative and 
collaborative work by the Computer 
Department to use information tech¬ 
nology in enhancing both faculty re¬ 
search and teaching as well as 
student’s learning. 

Under the direction of our Computer 
Manager, Rev. David Willsher, and 
myself as the Computer Systems As¬ 
sistant. PTC’s computer Department 
has witnessed major improvements 
especially with regards to how com¬ 
puters as a research tool can best be 
used to help faculties and students 
with their research, teaching and learn¬ 
ing. 

Two grants-in-aid that were gra¬ 
ciously offered by the Northelbian 
Church in Germany, first one received 
at the end of 2001, and the second 
one, at the beginning of 2002 have 
helped equip our computer lab with 
10 new computers, 10 flat 15” LCD 
mon itors and a network laser printer. 


With these new computers we are now 
able to offer a computer class to the 
first year B.D. and M.Th students that 
can help them acquire new computer 
and word processing skills. 

Our library has now adopted a com¬ 
puterized system thus making it easier 
for faculty and students to conduct their 
library research. 

Each faculty and supporting staffs have 
certainly enjoyed the opportunity of be¬ 
ing able to connect directly to the 
internet. 

While our computer system periodically 
experiences certain technical difficulty 
in accessing information from current 
global networks, I remain convinced 
that the future of theological education 
at PTC will not thrive without the ap¬ 
propriate use and application of mod¬ 
em computer technology. 
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College Calendar for Year 2004 

by Selai Tuidrokadroka 


First Term 

January 22-23, Faculty Retreat 
January 26, FirstTerm Begins (Fiji Schools) 

January 31, College Year Begins 

February 2, Etina Havea Centre Opens 

February 2-6, Orientation/Registration Week 

February 9, Lectures and Women's Programme Begin 

February 9-13, Last week of registration changes 

February 20, Last day to add/drop classes 

February 25, Ash Wednesday , 

March 5, World Day of Prayer 

March 11, Executive Committee Meeting 

April 5-8, Registration for Second Term 

April 9, Good Friday 

April 11, Easter Day 

April 12, Easter Monday 

April 19-23, Exam Week 

April 23, Term Break (3 weeks) 

Second Term 

May 17, Lectures Begin 

May 17-21, Last week of registration changes 

May 28, Last day to add/drop classes 

May 31, Holiday: Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna Day 

June 14, Holiday: Queen’s Birthday 


June 17, Executive Committee Meeting 
July 12-16, Registration for Third Term 
July 26-30, Exam week 

July 30, Term Break (3 weeks including workshop) 

August 20, Second Term Ends (Fiji schols) 

Third Term 

August 23, Lectures Begin 

August 23-27, Last day to add/drop classes 
September 1, Theses & Projects due 
September 3, Last day to add/drop classes; Inter-teriary Sports, 
Executive Committee Meeting (Suva Members) 

September 30, Closing date for 2005 applications 
October 11, Holiday: Fiji Day 
October 15, Admission Committee 

October 16, Women’s Programs Display, Etina Havea Centre Breakup 

November 1-5, Exam week 

November 7, Christmas Service 

November 8, Faculty Meeting 

November 9-10, Executive Committee Meeting 

November 10, College Feast 

November 11, Graduation 

November 13, College Year Ends 

December 3, Third Term Ends (Fiji Schools) 


Warm Memories of PTC... 


To Alumni, 


Here’s just a sample of the many varieties of gift 
items now available for you at the PTC Bookshop. 


PTC would like to hear from you. 

Let us know about your professional 
achievements, publications, and 
research. 

Please include the following informa¬ 
tion: 

Name 

Date and Degree from PTC 

Address 

Phone 

Occupation 

Email Address 


Please send your information to; 
Faapio Poe 

Newsletter Co-ordinator 

Email: <newsletter(^ptc.ac.:5^- 

MailingAddress: PTC 

Private Mail Bag, 
Suva, Fiji 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL 
OUR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 

We, at PTC would like to say, Vinaka Vakalevu! Faafetai Tele Lava! Thank You! so very much to all our Member 
Churches, Church Organizations, Alumni/ae, Friends of PTC, Associates, and Family Members for financial contributions 
to the College this year. Your continuing support and generous givings have enabled us to complete many projects and to 
see the beauty of God expressed in many different ways. May God continue to bless all of your endeavours for the Year 
2004. (Our apologies if your name is omitted by mistake—please kindly email us at <newsletter@ptc.aef]>). 


Alderley-Ashgrove Parish 

Association of Christian Churches and Missions in Germany 
(BMW) 

Christchurch, Samoa and Tokelau Group 
Church of Melanesia 
Churches in the Netherlands 

Uniting Churches in the Netherlands 
Department for Global Ministries 
Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa 
Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa 
(Womens Fellowship) 

Congregational Christian Church in Samoa 
Cook Islands Christian Church 
Diocese of Polynesia 
Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu 
Ekalesia Niue 

Evangelical Church in French Polynesia 
Evangelical Church in New Caledonia and Loyalty Islands 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea 
Fiji Council of Churches 
Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga 
Kiribati High Commissioner 
Kiribati Protestant Church 
L ’Eglise Evangelique de Polynesie Francaise 
L Eglise Evangelique en Nouvelle Caledonie et aux Uses 
Loyaute 

Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma 
Methodist Dilkusha Home 
Methodist World Church Office in London 
Nauru Congregational Church 

National Council of Churches in Australia/Church World Service 

Northelbian Church in Germany 

PIC Newtown, New Zealand 

Petone Multicultural Parish, New Zealand 

Presbyterian Churches in New Zealand Aoteorea 

Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu 

Samoa Methodist Church 

South Seas Orchids Limited 

St. Paul Presbyterian, Ashburton 

St. George Iona, New Zealand 

United Church in Papua New Guinea 

United Church in the Solomon Islands 

United Church of Canada 

United Church of Christ in the Marshall Islands 

United Church of Christ in Pohnpei 

United Methodist Church in United States of America 

Uniting Church in Australia 

The Division for World Mission of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Bavaria/Germany 


Ms. Gaylen Sheree Anderson 

Dr. S. T Baravilala 

Ms. Verinoca Barrett 

Dr. Rob Bos 

Ms. Judith Cellepie 

Fr. Veremo Dovarua 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwards 

Mr. Bruce Enicar 

Rev. Primer Enicar 

Rev. Hariesa Faitala 

Ms. Elizabeth Fong 

Ms. Joan Girvan 

Ms. Margaret Gordon 

Rev. Dr. Jack Hill 

Mr. Steven Hillis 

Mr. Winfred Johns 

Rev. Dr. Lydia Johnson 

Mr. Emmanuel Kauna 

Dr. David Knight 

Ms. Sue Knight 

Mr. Tevita Lta Koloamatagi 

Dr. Wolfgang Kruger 

Mr. Apenisa Lewataro 

Mr. Wilbur A. Lose 

Rev. Graham Mark 

Ms. Joan Mayer 

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Jovili Meo 

Mr. Kolinio Meo 

Dr. A. M. Mook 

Mr. A.F. Moulton 

Mr. Mataere Muaror 

Dr. Paul & Caroline Myhre 


Ms. Irene Jai Narayan 
Rev. Tevita Nawadra 
Mr. Semisi Nimo 
Mrs. Susan Parkinson 
Mrs. Mine Pase 
Mr. Lelei Patia 
Dr. Bruce Peterson 
Rev. Alan Quigley 
Rev. Watalaite Ratuvili 
Rev. Marie Ropeti 
Rev. Elder L. Serefano & 
Tamagi 

Rev. & Mrs. Paula Sotutu 
Dr. Holger Szesnat 
Rev. Penitusi Taeia 
Rev. Sione Talanauto 
Rev. Milton Talasasa 
Rev. Molesi Tamata 
Mr. Esekielu Tapu 
Drs. R. R. & K. H. Thaman 
Dr. Andrew Thornley 
Rev. T. C.G. Thornton 
Mrs. Joan A. Tofaeono 
Rev. Ola Tqfdau 
Raiota Toraiti 
Ms. Maurene Trott 
Mr. Tevita Tapueluelu 
Mr. John Velegrims 
Dr. Richard Wah 
Mr. Ivan Williams 
Ms. Owen Willis 
Pastor Jacob Xowie 
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PTC FAMILY 



)\ierrv Ckristmas 
^rom Our 


^miCv 

^ifyours 


Kelera Adikakua 
Krishna Arjun 
Elenoa Bainitabua 
Jone Batiwaka 
Sandra Birse 
Savu Biudole 
Tilisi Bryce 
Russell Daye 
Manfred Ernst 
Mareta Erasito 
Martin Niponi Finau 
Fiu K. Gounden 
Tevita Havea 
Sala Koroi 
Manoj Kumar 
Roiva Kurucava 
Lynne Lala 
Tokasa Maloi 
Aisake Moceiwai 
Vivian Nainoca 
Sereki Naitasi 
Aisake Naivalu 
Litiana Nasici 
Sainimere Niukula 
Sofaia Niulevu 
Moape Niunitoga 
Feleterika Nokise 
Rosalyn Nokise 
llisabeta Lewanuku 
Apelu Poe 


Meresiana Prasad 
Nailini Predish 
Michael Press 
Lidia Rubenstein Press 
Rosheen Raj 
Orisi Raogo 
Lepani Rokoua 
Joeli Seru 
Panapasa Sivo 
Kafoa Solomone 
Vikatolia Solomone 
Aporosa Soqoiwasa 
Lily Sorby 
Losena Sorogali 
Kara Tagi 

Amaamalele Tofaeono 
Selai Tuidrokadroka 
Sarani Uaua 
Kambati Uriam 
Semi Vatu 
Tevita Vuetaki 
Eleanor Vukea 
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Faapiomalo Tuiasosopo Poe 
Newsletter-Co-ordinator 


Newsletter 

Committee 

Tilisi Bryce 
Manfred Ernst 
Selai Tuidrokadroka 
Faapio Poe 


For additional copies or 
inquiries contact: 

Faapio Poe 
PTC 

Private Mail Bag 
Suva, Fiji 

Phone:(679)331-1100 
Fax:(679)330-1728 
<newsletter@ptc. ac. f) > 
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Pacific Theological College 



The Pacific Theological College is an 
ecumenical tertiary theological institution 
that serves the churches of the Pacific region. 


Serving the people of the Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji & Rotuma, 
French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Marshall Islands, 

Papua New Guinea, Samoa, American Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 


Pacific Theological College 
Private Mail Bag 
Suva, Fiji 

Phone: (679) 331-1100 
Fax: (679) 330-1728 
Email: <newsletter@ptc.ac.fj 




